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Preface
This special issue contains 13 original contributions collected in honor of Franco P. Preparata and is a follow-up to the
workshop Excursions in Algorithmics: A late Festschrift for Franco P. Preparata, held at Brown University in October 2006 to
celebrate Franco’s career on the occasion of his 70th birthday, which was in December 2005.
Franco is the An Wang Professor of Computer Science at Brown University. Formerly, he was Professor of Electrical
Engineering and of Computer Science at theUniversity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. In his long and extremely productive
career, Franco has worked in a wide spectrum of areas, often shaping and giving momentum to new research directions. He
contributed seminal results in coding and switching theory, computational geometry, VLSI theory, parallel computing, and,
more recently, computational biology. He is the (co)author of over 200 papers published in leading journals and conference
proceedings, and of three textbooks. Franco is a Fellow of the IEEE and of the ACM. In 1993 he received the Darlington Prize
of the IEEE Circuits and Systems Society. In 1994 he became Fellow of the Japan Society for the Advancement of Science, and
in 1997 he received the Laurea honoris causa from the University of Padova, Italy.
This special issue has been prepared by soliciting contributions from several researchers who have had the pleasure
and the honor of interacting with Franco as students, coauthors, or collaborators. Many of them have also attended the
aforementioned workshop. Each of the submitted papers has gone through a rigorous review process to guarantee the high
quality standards of TCS. The topics of the papers span many different areas, a reflection of the breadth of interests that has
always characterized Franco’s work.We have also asked Franco himself to contribute an introductory paper which provides,
we believe, a perfect context for the other contributions.
As former students of Franco’s, we are proud to have edited this special issue and to have organized the workshop in his
honor. These endeavors gave us the opportunity to fully and openly express our esteem and gratitude to one of the most
prolific and brilliant computer scientists of our times. We would like to thank the authors, who contributed their work, the
reviewers, who providedmany useful comments and suggestions, and Giorgio Ausiello, editor-in-chief of TCS-A, who kindly
invited us to edit this special issue.
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